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Order of Service, 10th March 2024

Ruminating on Ruth - ‘Lovingkindness as a Flood’
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Gathering music

Welcome
Call to Worship

O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name,

make known his deeds among the peoples.
Sing to him, sing praises to him;

tell of all his wonderful works.

Glory in his holy name;

let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.
Seek the Lord and his strength;

seek his presence continually.

Psalm 105: 1-4
Hymn 120 God we praise you. God we bless you.

Opening Prayer, Collect and Lord’s Prayer
Collect for Fourth Sunday in Lent

Almighty God, You have delivered us from the death of sin and raised us to new life
in your love, through our Saviour Jesus Christ; and in baptism you have made us
one with him so that now we are the children of light. Grant that we may walk in his
light and show forth your glory in the world; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.
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Our Father in heaven.
Hallowed be your name

Your kingdom come,

Your will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us in the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours

now and forever. Amen.

Sharing the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you
and also with you

Hymn 153 Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father

Scripture Readings

Ruth 4: 1-22

No sooner had Boaz gone up to the gate and sat down there than the next-of-kin,-of
whom Boaz had spoken, came passing by. So Boaz said, ‘Come over, friend; sit
down here.” And he went over and sat down. 2 Then Boaz took ten men of the elders
of the city, and said, ‘Sit down here’; so they sat down. 3 He then said to the next-of-
kin, ‘Naomi, who has come back from the country of Moab, is selling the parcel of
land that belonged to our kinsman Elimelech. 4 So | thought | would tell you of it, and
say: Buy it in the presence of those sitting here, and in the presence of the elders of
my people. If you will redeem it, redeem it; but if you will not, tell me, so that | may
know; for there is no one prior to you to redeem it, and | come after you.” So he said,
‘| will redeem it.’ 5 Then Boaz said, ‘The day you acquire the field from the hand of
Naomi, you are also acquiring Ruth the Moabite, the widow of the dead man, to
maintain the dead man’s name on his inheritance.’ ¢ At this, the next-of-kin said, ‘I
cannot redeem it for myself without damaging my own inheritance. Take my right of
redemption yourself, for | cannot redeem it.’

7Now this was the custom in former times in Israel concerning redeeming and
exchanging: to confirm a transaction, one party took off a sandal and gave it to the
other; this was the manner of attesting in Israel. 8 So when the next-of-kin said to
Boaz, ‘Acquire it for yourself’, he took off his sandal. 2 Then Boaz said to the elders
and all the people, ‘Today you are witnesses that | have acquired from the hand of
Naomi all that belonged to Elimelech and all that belonged to Chilion and Mahlon. 10|
have also acquired Ruth the Moabite, the wife of Mahlon, to be my wife, to maintain
the dead man’s name on his inheritance, in order that the name of the dead may not
be cut off from his kindred and from the gate of his native place; today you are
witnesses.’ 11 Then all the people who were at the gate, along with the elders, said,
‘We are witnesses. May the LORD make the woman who is coming into your house
like Rachel and Leah, who together built up the house of Israel. May you produce
children in Ephrathah and bestow a name in Bethlehem; 12and, through the children
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that the LORD will give you by this young woman, may your house be like the house
of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah.’

13 So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. When they came together,

the LORD made her conceive, and she bore a son. 14 Then the women said to Naomi,
‘Blessed be the LORD, who has not left you this day without next-of-kin; and may his
name be renowned in Israel! 15 He shall be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of
your old age; for your daughter-in-law who loves you, who is more to you than seven
sons, has borne him.” 16 Then Naomi took the child and laid him in her bosom, and
became his nurse. 17 The women of the neighbourhood gave him a name, saying, ‘A
son has been born to Naomi.” They named him Obed; he became the father of
Jesse, the father of David.

18 Now these are the descendants of Perez: Perez became the father of
Hezron, 12 Hezron of Ram, Ram of Amminadab, 20 Amminadab of Nahshon, Nahshon
of Salmon, 21 Salmon of Boaz, Boaz of Obed, 22 Obed of Jesse, and Jesse of David.

Ephesians 2: 19-22

19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the
saints and also members of the household of God, 20 built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 2! In him the
whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 22 in
whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling-place for God.

Hymn 395 What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul

Sermon
Hymn 644 O Jesus, | have promised

Prayers of the People

Hymn 519 Love divine, all loves excelling
Sending and blessing
Sending music
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