
ST. ANDREW’S AND ST. GEORGE’S WEST CHURCH 

SUNDAY 7TH JANUARY, 2024 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

Music before worship 

Welcome 

Call to Worship 

Hymn 326 (CH4) As with gladness men of old 

Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer 

Sharing of peace 

Lessons  Isaiah 60 verses 1 – 6 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
2For darkness shall cover the earth, 

and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the LORD will arise upon you, 

and his glory will appear over you. 
3Nations shall come to your light, 

and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
4Lift up your eyes and look around; 

they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from far away, 

and your daughters shall be carried on their 

nurses' arms. 

 
5Then you shall see and be radiant; 

your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 

because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 

the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 

 

    

 

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/read/eng/NRSV/Isa/60/#ISA.60.5!f.1


Matthew 2 verses 1 – 12 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 
men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been 
born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay 
him homage.’ When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem 
with him;  and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 
inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of 
Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’ 
 
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. 

Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and 
when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 
homage.’  When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, 
went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the 
child was.  When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with 
joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt 
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him 
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to 
return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
 

Reflection  The Visitors from the East 

Hymn 331 (CH4) Unto us a boy is born 

Lesson  Matthew 2 verses 13 – 23 

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and 
said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until 
I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.’  Then Joseph got 
up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there 
until the death of Herod. This was to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through 
the prophet, ‘Out of Egypt I have called my son.’ 

When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and 
he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old 
or under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. Then was 
fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 

‘A voice was heard in Ramah, 
wailing and loud lamentation, 
Rachel weeping for her children; 
she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.’ 



When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, 
for those who were seeking the child's life are dead.’  Then Joseph got up, took the 
child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that 
Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go 
there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of 
Galilee. There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been 
spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, ‘He will be called a Nazorean.’ 
 
Anthem  Brightest and best of the sons of the morning 

Reflection  Herod takes action and the Flight into Egypt 

Hymn 305 (CH4) In the bleak midwinter 

Prayer 

Hymn 201 (CH4) Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness 

Blessing 

 

Worship Leader: Rev Ann Ingles  

Scripture Reader:  Barbara Finlayson 

Prayers of the people: Walter Dunlop 

Organist/pianist: David Stewart 
 

 

 


