
St Andrew’s and St George’s West Church 

Order of Service, 22nd October 2023 

10.30am 

‘New Life in Dry Bones Valley’ 

 

Gathering music 
Welcome 
Call to worship (Psalm 133) 
1 How very good and pleasant it is 
    when kindred live together in unity! 
2 It is like the precious oil on the head, 
    running down upon the beard, 
on the beard of Aaron, 
    running down over the collar of his robes. 
3 It is like the dew of Hermon, 
    which falls on the mountains of Zion. 
For there the LORD ordained his blessing, 
    life for evermore. 

Hymn 59 (1) Oh, come, and let us to the Lord 



Opening Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven.  
 Hallowed be your name  
 Your kingdom come,  
 Your will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us in the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours  
 now and forever. Amen. 

Sharing the Peace 

 The peace of Christ be with you 
 and also with you  

Hymn 204 I am the Church! You are the Church 

Scripture Readings (NRSV)  

Ezekiel 37: 1-14 

The Valley of Dry Bones 

37 The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of 
the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me 
all round them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3 He 
said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord GOD, you 
know.’ 4 Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry 
bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5 Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will 
cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 I will lay sinews on you, and will 
cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and 
you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD.’ 
7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there 
was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I looked, 
and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had 
covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to 
the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come 
from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.’ 10 I 
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, 
and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
11 Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 
“Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” 12 Therefore 



prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your 
graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to 
the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your 
graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14 I will put my spirit within 
you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know 
that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.’ 

Anthem Dem Bones   
    Words and music: James Weldon Johnson and J. Rosamond Johnson 

John 5: 24-27 
24 Very truly, I tell you, anyone who hears my word and believes him who sent me 
has eternal life, and does not come under judgement, but has passed from death to 
life. 
25 ‘Very truly, I tell you, the hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear 
the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. 26 For just as the Father 
has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself; 27 and he 
has given him authority to execute judgement, because he is the Son of Man. 
Hymn 594 (vv. 1, 3, 5, 6) Come, Holy Spirit, come!  
Reflection ‘New Life in Dry Bones Valley’ 

Hymn 469 Restore, O Lord, the honour of your name  

Prayers of the People  

Hymn 555 Amazing grace! How sweet the sound  

Sending and blessing  

Benediction 

Sending music 
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