
St Andrew’s and St George’s West 

Order of Service, 10 September 2023 

Accepted and forgiven 

Gathering music 

Opening Responses 

Leader: Worship the Lord with gladness; 
ALL:  Come into God's presence with joy! 

Leader: Know that the Lord is God. 
ALL:  We are God's people, and the sheep of His pasture. 

Leader: Give thanks to God, bless His name. 
ALL:  For the Lord is good. 

Leader: Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 

Hymn 201:  Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness  
  
Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us in the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Sharing the Peace 

 The peace of Christ be with you 
 and also with you  



Hymn 106: Bring to the Lord a glad new song 

Old Testament Reading:  Exodus 12:1-14 (NRSV) 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for 
you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the 
whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb 
for each family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too small for a whole 
lamb, it shall join its closest neighbour in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in 
proportion to the number of people who eat of it. Your lamb shall be without blemish, 
a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. You shall keep it 
until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled congregation of 
Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. They shall take some of the blood and put it on the 
two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. They shall eat the 
lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread 
and bitter herbs. Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, 
with its head, legs, and inner organs. You shall let none of it remain until the morning; 
anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. This is how you shall eat it: 
your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you 
shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. For I will pass through the land of 
Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both 
human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgements: I am 
the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see 
the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land 
of Egypt. 

This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to 
the Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.   

Anthem Lead me, Lord     by Samuel Sebastian Wesley 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 18:5-20 (NRSV) 

Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me. 

‘If any of you put a stumbling-block before one of these little ones who believe in me, 
it would be better for you if a great millstone were fastened around your neck and 
you were drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe to the world because of stumbling-
blocks! Occasions for stumbling are bound to come, but woe to the one by whom the 
stumbling-block comes! 

 ‘If your hand or your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away; it is 
better for you to enter life maimed or lame than to have two hands or two feet and to 
be thrown into the eternal fire. And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out and 
throw it away; it is better for you to enter life with one eye than to have two eyes and 
to be thrown into the hell of fire. 

 ‘Take care that you do not despise one of these little ones; for, I tell you, in heaven 
their angels continually see the face of my Father in heaven. What do you think? If a 



shepherd has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave 
the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? And if 
he finds it, truly I tell you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that 
never went astray. So it is not the will of your Father in heaven that one of these little 
ones should be lost. 

‘If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when 
the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. 
But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every 
word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member 
refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen 
even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax-collector. Truly I 
tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on 
earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For 
where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.’ 

Hymn 16:  The Lord's my shepherd, I'll not want 

Reflection: Accepted into the fold 

Prayer of Dedication  

Hymn 522:  The church is wherever God's people are praising 

Prayers of the People   

Closing responses  

Leader: Let us return to the world  
ALL:  Let us walk with the Good Shepherd  

Leader: Let us go in peace 
ALL:   Let us hold on to that which is good; 

Leader: Let us give God the glory in all that we do and say  
ALL:   For God has done great things! 

Hymn: 512   To God be the glory, great things he has done! 

Benediction and Sung Amen 

Sending music 

Worship Leader: Mark Evans, DCS 
Worship Assistants:  
Scripture Reader:  
Organist/pianist: Jamie Turnbull 
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