
 

 

St Andrew’s and St George’s West 

Order of Service, 14 August 2022 

 

Weeping to Dancing 

 

 
 

Gathering music 

 

Welcome 

 
Call to worship 

  
Creator God, you call us to hospitality; 
to give as generously to others as you have given to us. 
 

For there are angels among us. 
 

Loving God, you call us to give you glory 
in the compassion we show to one another. 
 

To love without judgment, of ourselves or of others. 
 

We gather as one Body, 
seeking to walk, and to dance, in the way you have set for us. 
 

We gather as one Body, 



 

 

to worship the one who is Love. 

         

 
Hymn 608       Spirit of truth and grace                    Tune Down Ampney 

 1  Spirit of truth and grace, 
  come to us in this place 
  as now in Jesus’ name God’s people gather. 
  Open our eyes to see 
  truths that will ever be, 
  and in communion draw us close together. 

  2  Spirit of joy and peace, 
  make all anxieties cease 
  with knowledge of the Father’s perfect caring. 
  Then may God’s children know 
  love that won’t let us go 
  and joy that fills each day, beyond comparing. 

  3  Spirit of life and power, 
  revive us in this hour 
  and stir our hearts to praise with true devotion. 
  Fill us with heavenly fire, 
  and every heart inspire, 
  that we may serve the world with your compassion. 

 

Opening prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 

 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name.  
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us in the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.  Amen.  

 
The sharing of Christ’s peace 
 
  God makes peace within us.   
  Let’s claim it. 
 
  God makes peace between us.      
  Let’s share it. 

 
  Let us offer each a sign of Christ’s peace.   
 

Scripture Reading   A dramatised reading of Jeremiah 31:1-14 

 
Hymn   With Miriam we will dance      Tune: Leoni  
 
With Miriam we will dance 



 

 

and celebrate the day 
when sullen seas were swept apart 
to show the way. 
The dancers lend us grace 
to turn from seas of fear 
towards the unknown wilderness -  
for God is there. 
 
With Mary we will wait, 
when even hope seems dead, 
when others rush down roads they say 
we may not tread. 
And waiting, strong and still, 
through all our grief and pain, 
we hear the whisper of God’s will - 
we hear our name. 
 
With Constance we will stand 
for what we know is right 
in answer to God’s just demand 
and searching sight, 
confronting each abuse 
that strangles liberty, 
God help us simply state the truth 
that sets us free. 
 
Made whole, the human race 
may answer to God’s call, 
in dance and silence, truth and grace, 
embracing all. 
This journey never ends, 
God’s promise calls us on, 
until our sisters, brothers, friends 
may join the song. 
 

Scripture reading  John 8:1-11 

Then each of them went home, while Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.  Early in the 

morning he came again to the temple. All the people came to him, and he sat down 

and began to teach them.  The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had 

been caught in adultery, and, making her stand before all of them, they said to him, 

“Teacher, this woman was caught in the very act of committing adultery.  Now in the 

law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?”  They said 

this to test him, so that they might have some charge to bring against him. Jesus 

bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground.  When they kept on questioning 

him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let anyone among you who is without sin 

be the first to throw a stone at her.”  And once again he bent down and wrote on the 

ground.  When they heard it, they went away, one by one, beginning with the elders, 

and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before him.  Jesus straightened 



 

 

up and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?”  She 

said, “No one, sir.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you. Go your way, and 

from now on do not sin again.”  

Reflection  

Hymn  There is a line of women.             Tune: The Seven Joys of Mary  
 

1. There is a line of women 

extending back to Eve 

whose role in shaping history 

God only could conceive; 

and though through endless ages 

their witness was repressed, 

God valued and encouraged them 

Through whom the world was blessed.  

 

 So sing a song of Sarah –  

 To laughter she gave birth; 

 And sing a song of Tamar 

 Who stood for women’s worth; 

 And sing a song of Hannah 

 Who bargained with her Lord; 

 And sing a song of Mary 

 Who bore and bred God’s Word.  

 

2. There is a line of women 

who took on powerful men, 
defying laws and scruples 
to let life live again; 
and though, despite their triumph, 
their stories stayed untold, 
God kept their number growing,  
Creative, strong and bold.  
 
 So sing a song of Shiphrah 
 with Puah close at hand: 
 engaged to kill male children, 
 they foiled the kings command; 
 and sing a song of Rahab 
 who sheltered spies and lied; 
 and sing a song of Esther 
 preventing genocide.   

 
3. There is a line of women 

who stood by Jesus’ side,  
who housed him while he ministered 
and held him when he died; 
and though they claimed he’d risen, 
their news was deemed suspect 



 

 

till Jesus stood among them, 
his womanly elect.  
 
 So sing a song of Anna 

who saw Christ’s infant face; 
and sing a song of Martha 
who gave him food and space; 
and sing of all the Marys 
who needed his requests, 
and now, at heaven’s banquet, 
are Jesus’ fondest guests.  

 
What the blackbirds knew (video)              
 
Prayers of the People 
  
God, you have called us to a journey through life 
as you called your people, a vast company, to travel, with hope. 
We pray for all whom we meet, or hear of, on the way.  
 
 May our lives show   
 God loves you with an everlasting love  
 
We pray for people in exile and people returning home,  
remnants of once-proud nations or families,  
now newly acquainted with hope, or despair.  
 
 May our lives show   
 God loves you with an everlasting love  
 
We pray for people with disabilities,  
learning to cope with the attitudes of others,  
finding skills for daily living.  
 
 May our lives show   
 God loves you with an everlasting love  
 
We pray for people who weep 
bitter tears of disappointment, 
painful tears of grief.  
 
 May our lives show   
 God loves you with an everlasting love  
 
We give thanks for all who rejoice 
and who share their joy with others 
so that our hearts dance with theirs.  
 
 May our lives show   
 God loves you with an everlasting love  
 



 

 

We remember with sadness but thankfulness 
all those who are no longer sharing this journey of life, 
whose presence we miss as we travel on.  
 
May our lives show  
 
God loves you with an everlasting love 
 
 
God, you have called us to a journey through life 
as you called your people, a vast company, to travel, with hope. 
We pray for all whom we meet, or hear of, on the way.  
 
In Jesus’ name we ask and we act.  Amen.   
 
 
 
Hymn 622  We sing a love that sets all people free 

   

 1.   We sing a love that sets all people free, 
  that blows like wind, that burns like scorching flame, 
  enfolds like earth, springs up like water clear :  
  come, living love, live in our hearts today. 

  2  We sing a love that seeks another’s good, 
  that longs to serve and not to count the cost, 
  a love that, yielding, finds itself made new :  
  come, caring love, live in our hearts today. 

  3  We sing a love, unflinching, unafraid 
  to be itself, despite another’s wrath, 
  a love that stands alone and undismayed :  
  come, strengthening love, live in our hearts today. 

  4  We sing a love, that, wandering, will not rest 
  until it finds its way, its home, its source, 
  through joy and sadness pressing on refreshed :  
  come, pilgrim love, live in our hearts today. 

 
Sending 
 
Blessing  
 
Sending music 

 
Worship Leaders: Lorna Cammock, Rev Janet Wootton, Rev Rosie Magee 
Musician: Jamie Turnbull 
Technical team: Alison Bruce, Philippa Burgess, Amy Marcham, Susan McLarty, 
Mary Margaret Scott 
 
Image: "Dancing feet" by Valerie Everett is licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0. 



 

 

Scripture Readings from the New Revised Standard Version except the reading from 
Jeremiah, adapted from, The Dramatised Bible, © 1989 Michael Perry. Published by 
Marshall Pickering and Bible Society.   
Video: ‘What the blackbirds knew’, Dr Anna Kasafi Perkins, March 1, 2022, Council 

for World Mission, Gender Justice Working Group 

Video: Anna Kasafi Perkins, March 1, 2022,  For CWM Gender Justice Working 

Group 

Prayers of the people based on a prayer by Rev Janet Wootton in ‘Eagles’ Wings 
and Lesser Things’, Stainer and Bell Ltd. 
Images: 
STAGW members & friends, freely photos, pixabay and unsplash except for… 
Hymn 608 
v2 Fr Lawrence Lew via flickr.com https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-
nd/2.0/legalcode  
v3 Susan Crape via flickr.com  https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-
nc/2.0/legalcode 
Hymn There is a line of women 
v4 Andrea del Castagno, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons 
v5 Fra Angelico, Resurrection of Christ and Women at the Tomb, Public domain, via 
Wikimedia Commons  
v6 Johannes Vermeer, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons (National Galleries 
of Scotland ) 
 
   
Hymns from Church Hymnary 4th Edition except: 
 ‘With Miriam we will dance’ by Janet Wootton. Used with permission.
 ‘There is a line of women’ by John Bell and Graham Maule from ‘Known 
 Unknowns’, Wild Goose Resource Group.  
 Hymns used under licence from CCLI 247862 
Streaming licence 351013 
and ONE LICENSE #A-734408 
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